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The annual Turks and Caicos Youth Congress was held on November
21,2019 at the Gustavus Lightbourne Sports Complex on the island
of Providenciales. It is a structured to mirror a Caribbean Tourism
Organization (CTO) Board of Directors meeting.

The theme for the Youth Congress was ‘Developing Smart and
Sustainable Countries - Building Back Better. Eight fourth formers
from public and private high schools throughout the country were
tasked with preparing a three-minute oral presentation on the
theme. A’mystery’ question was presented to each participant and
they were each allowed one minute to provide an answer.

Fifteen-year-old Williams represented her school, the Maranatha
Academy, a Seventh Day Adventist Institution, and won the presti-
gious title of Junior Minister of Tourism 2019-2020. She called for
more environmentally-friendly practices and initiatives that will
contribute to the sustainability of the tourism industry.

Ms. Williams had the opportunity to be involved in the TCHTA's Star
Awards ceremony in February 2020 where she welcomed the many
guests to the function. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, Ms.
Williams' duties had to be curtailed. Ms. Williams was scheduled to
represent the Turks and Caicos Islands at the Caribbean Tourism
Organization’s Youth Congress in October of this year however the
event was postponed due to COVID-19.

She is currently pursuing her final year of study at the Maranatha
Academy in Providenciales. The Turks and Caicos Tourist Board team
wishes her all the best as she prepares to complete high school and
moves on to higher education.
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STATEMENT BY NEIL WALTERS, SECRETARY | THEME:

GENERAL (AG) ON THE LAUNCH OF
CARIBBEAN TOURISM MONTH 2020

NEIL WALTERS

THE CARIBBEAN AWAITS

The Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO)
joins our member countries, allied and
affiliate members and Caribbean tourism
interests in celebrating Caribbean Tourism
Month in November, reaffirming our value
of One Sea, One Voice, One Caribbean. This
year's theme is, The Caribbean Awaits.

This theme compliments the region’s
success in generally containing the spread
of COVID-19 which has taken a major toll
on tourism along with other sectors of our
economies. Caribbean countries have
taken the required steps to protect our
citizens and residents, conducted the
required training to prepare our tourism
and related frontline workers for the return
of visitors and put the health protocols in
place to reassure our potential visitors and
residents that we take their health serious-
ly. This has been the groundwork, and now
we seek to rebuild the sector.

We observe this year's Caribbean Tourism
Month with COVID-19 still affecting travel
as the Caribbean and the rest of the world
continue to await a vaccine. The impact on
tourism has been immense - a 57 per cent
decline in arrivals during the first six
months of 2020, an estimated 50 per cent
to 60 per cent fall in visitor spend, and tens
of thousands of jobs lost. Those still
employed have, in several cases, accepted
reductions in working hours and wage cuts.

The resilience of the Caribbean is shown by

the progress we have made towards the
resumption of tourism activity. Currently,
about 25 Caribbean countries have
reopened their borders to commercial
travel, either fully or partially, and others
are putting the necessary measures in
place to welcome visitors. This year's theme
further compliments the reopening of our
borders, as the clarion call ‘We welcome
you'speaks to the fact that the Caribbean is
the perfect place for those who have begun
to travel or are thinking of travelling soon,
to find solace in a place that is an oasis of
health at this time.

The CTO, in conjunction with our members,
has planned a number of social media
activities in observance of the month. We
encourage all of you to participate and to
share our hashtag, #TheCaribbeanAwaits.

We cannot rest on our laurels, and we
remain cognizant of the toll that COVID-19
has taken, and continues to take on our
economies, and importantly, our people. In
all of our destinations, we must remain
vigilant and constantly adjust to what is
probably one of the most dynamic
situations any of us will ever face. We hope
and pray for recovery; it will be slow, but
every step forward is a welcome one.

In the meantime, be assured that whatever
your travel plans, the Caribbean awaits.
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Agenda

Moderator - Elisha Jennings, Sr. Public Relations Officer

National Anthem & National Song - Clement Howell High School
Welcome - Mary Lightbourne, Deputy Director of Tourism
Remarks - Pamela Ewing, Director of Tourism
Introduction of Speaker - Jennifer Pardo, Sr. Marketing Executive
Presentation - Neil Walters, Acting Secretary General of CTO
Topic: Challenges and Opportunities: Lessons from COVID-19 Pandemic
Panel Discussion
Topic: Community Based Tourism Development: Safeguarding Our Culture
Host: Damian Wilson, Policy Lead (Environment & Education)/Media & Civii Society
Liaison Manager of The Governor’s Office
Panelists:
« John Hilton, Deputy Chairman of Turks & Caicos Tourist Board
« Desiree Robinson, Turks & Caicos Islands Community College
« Sabrina Forbes, Turks & Caicos Chamber of Commerce
« Drexwell Seymour, HLB TC/
« Algie Missick, Caribbean Cruising
« Angela Musgrove, Senior Vice President - Investor Services, Invest TC
Q&A Session

Vote of Thanks - Diedra Been, Financial Controller
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Regent House Front Street
Ventura Drive, Grace Bay Grand Turk
Providenciales Turks & Caicos Islands

Turks & Caicos Islands Office: (649) 946-2321
Office: (649) 946-4970

Email: info@turksandcaicostourism.com
Website: TurksAndCaicosTourism.com



